
 

MISSION HILL HIGH SCHOOL 
opening Fall 2018 

 

Have you heard? We’re dreaming up a new high school. Through community conversations, art,              

dance and lots of food, our intergenerational working group is envisioning a school worthy of all                

youths of Boston.  

 

What kind of high school do you want to go to? Do see school days filled with field trips, wellness, and                     

creative play in art-science lab-studios? A school where you have large open project spaces, dance               

spaces, a computer lab, a wood shop, a kitchen for cooking classes and quiet space for meditation?                 

What if you could be mentored by community workers, get help figuring out your pathways after high                 

school, and teach others what you love to do?  

 

Some ideas from our meetings 
● “What if we could create the worlds we want to live in?” 

● “How do we extend community outside the four walls of the school?” 

● “Students should have choice and contribute not just to curriculum, but to our community 

norms. It shouldn’t just be adults enforcing.” 

● “We should invite the Red Sox to visit Mission Hill High School, and have a day when students 

go visit them to learn about behind-the-scenes work. Exposing ourselves to things that you 

normally would never dream of.”  

● “Diversity starts with empathy.” 

● “I want to be part of creating a more just world, with young people working to improve the 

world together.” 

● “I think of a world that allows all people to feel connected; cared for; nurtured; heard - allow 

space for children to advocate for themselves.” 

 

Contact us/stay updated:  
highschool@missionhillschool.org | mhashs.wordpress.com 

 

mailto:highschool@missionhillschool.org


Snapshots of our high school community design process 
 

 

 

 
  



 
Diversity as a design principle.  



 
Imagining: A day in the life of a MHHS student 

 

 
A Banyan tree map consolidating our river of ideas. 



 

Paddle dolls to envision the core values  

of our high school. 

An intergenerational team building a world of 

diverse beings, where everyone is protected. 

 

 

Create through movement:  

What is the role of reflection in MHHS? 

Mission Hill School founder Deborah Meier 

sharing her vision for our high school. 

 

  



Cheat Sheet: Mission Hill High School design process 

 

1. When did planning for Mission Hill High School (MHHS) start? 

For years, different groups of people have been having conversations of building an artscience high               

school in Boston. In 2014, the groups finally crossed paths and the idea of creating a Mission Hill High                   

School emerged. In September 2015, we had our first community design meeting to dream up our                

high school. Since then, we have had more community and planning meetings. We have made art,                

danced, created samples of “a day in the life of a MHHS student,” shared food and listened to each                   

other.  

 

2. Who is designing MHHS? Why is a community design process important? 

The MHHS design team is made up of community members -- students, alumni, educators, families,               

neighbors, community partners and more -- who attend community design meetings. Within the             

community design team, there is a smaller planning team that coordinates the process of bringing               

community members together. MHHS is designed by a collective of community voices in spaces that               

are open to all, instead of created by any single person behind closed doors. The collective design                 

process models the habits of mind and work that we will propose to our students.  

 

4. In this community design process, what has the community envisioned together? 

Our vision is to create a high school for students who struggle within traditional school structures. We                 

want to extend our model structurally and curricularly into a highly inclusive high school that prepares                

all learners. Students will learn to become eco-literate citizens and change-makers with the             

knowledge and skills to envision solutions to challenges of 21st century life in socially just ways. With                 

creativity as a core goal of learning and diversity as a core principle of design, MHHS will build on each                    

student’s potential, nurturing graduates who will be resourceful and resilient life-long, life-deep and             

life-wide learners. As a high school that immerses students in a research-intensive education through              

studio-lab practices, MHHS will serve as a model for 21st century learning.  

 

5. When will MHHS open? 

Our goal is for MHHS to open its doors in Fall 2018.  

 

6. Who would go to MHHS? What kind of students would want this school? 

Mission Hill K-8 School grads can continue their Mission Hill education by attending MHHS.              

Additionally, MHHS opens its doors to all youths of Boston -- for those who want an education that                  

crosses disciplinary boundaries to propose democratic ways of thinking and being. 

 

7. How is MHHS different from other schools? 

It is a public pilot high school, practices full inclusion, and uses an art science studio lab inquiry model.  

 

8. What are our next steps?  

Our next steps include the launch of the MHHS Action Team, a small of group of parent advocates for                   



our school, and initiate conversations about a lab-school within public institutions, such as             

Massachusetts College of Art and Design and University of Massachusetts at Boston. 


